 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Seven Bridges  (314 acres)  This property is owned by the State of Michigan. 

From Traverse City, take U.S. 31 north to Acme. In Acme, take M-72 east to Hill Rd. and go left. Take Hill Rd. to Rapid City Rd. Turn left on Rapid City Rd. and continue to the town of Rapid City. In town, turn right on Valley Rd. Follow Valley Rd. approximately 3 miles. The parking area for the natural area is located on the left-hand side, ½½ mile past Underhill Rd. 

From Kalkaska, take M-72 west 1½ miles to Valley Rd. Turn right (north) on Valley Rd. and go approximately 7 miles. The parking is located on the right-hand side, 1½½ miles north of Dundas Rd. 

There are currently 2 undesignated pathways at this preserve. One leads the visitor through the bridges area to a meadow. The other leads to the top of Rickers Mountain on the west-side of Valley Rd.

Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area  (3,300 acres)  This property is owned by the State of Michigan.

To get to the SLWA main entrance from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 north to Acme. In Acme turn right on M-72. Take M-72 east approximately 8 miles to Hill Rd. and go left. Follow Hill Rd. to Rapid City Rd. Turn left on Rapid City Rd., go 2.3 miles, and look for the sign and parking area on the left-hand side. 

You may also visit SLWA by boat. To get to the closest public launch site, take M-72 east from Acme. Turn left on Baggs Rd. At the end of Baggs Rd. turn left on Lakeside Terrace.

Approximately 4 miles of trails exist at this preserve.

South Elk Lake Wetland Nature Preserve (30 acres)

With 750 feet of frontage on the southeast shore of Elk Lake, this preserve was established to protect the water quality and shoreline of the lake. No trails or improvements are planned for this ecologically sensitive area. This preserve is accessible by boat only. Whitewater Township Park is the closest public boat launch to the preserve. 

To get to Whitewater Township Park from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 N. to Acme. In Acme, turn right (east) on M-72. Take M-72 to Williamsburg and turn left on Elk Lake Rd. (605). Follow Elk Lake Rd. to Park Rd. and turn right. The park and boat launch are at the end of Park Rd.

South Island Nature Preserve (14 acres)

South Island is, obviously, accessible by boat only. Crescent Shores is the closest public boat launch to the island. To get there from Traverse City, take Front St. west (which becomes North Long Lake Rd.). Follow North Long Lake Rd. around the north end of the lake past Gilbert Park beach. Keep going straight on N. Long Lake Rd., which will turn into W. Long Lake Rd. (do not turn right to go to Lake Ann). Follow W. Long Lake Rd. and turn left on Crescent Shores Rd. South Island is located southeast of the boat launch.

Getting to South Island by canoe takes approximately 15 minutes. A self-guided nature walk can be followed in a loop trail, which is less than a mile long. 

St. Clair Lake - Six Mile Lake Natural Area (191 acres)

SCL-SML Natural Area is an hour drive from Traverse City. To get there, take U.S. 31 N. to Atwood. In Atwood, turn right (east) on C-48. Follow C-48, then C-65 to Ellsworth. In Ellsworth, take C-48 east approximately two miles to South Arm Township Park and a small parking area on the right (south) side of the road. There is a rustic boat launch on the river.

Visitors can follow a wood-chipped trail to a boardwalk that overlooks St. Clair Lake. This one mile stretch of undeveloped shoreline is also excellent for canoeing.

Upper Herring Lake Nature Preserve  (163 acres)

Upper Herring Lake Preserver is approximately 5 miles south of the town of Elberta. To get there from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 S. to Beulah/Benzonia. Just south of Benzonia, turn right (west) on Grace Rd. (606). Follow Grace Rd. until you hit M-22. Turn south on M-22 and continue for a few miles. About one mile past Herron Rd., you will see the sign for the preserve on your left (next to an old schoolhouse). Please park just off of M-22 near the preserve sign.  There is a long two-track trail to a boardwalk. The boardwalk goes through a marsh to several ponds.

Yuba Creek Natural Area (403 acres) 

The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy and Acme Township have taken the first step to protect a 403-acre parcel on Yuba Creek. For both entities, the proposed Yuba Creek Natural Area has been a long-standing priority for protection. "This is one of the most scenic, yet threatened, corridors in the region and it wasn't too long ago that we were unsure if the protection of this property would be possible," commented Glen Chown, Executive Director of the Conservancy. 

Trapp Farm Nature Preserve (124 acres)
Trapp Farm Preserve is located just a short distance from downtown Beulah. To reach the main entrance from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 S. approximately 32 miles to Beulah. Just past the Cherry Hut, turn left on Narrow Gauge Rd. Follow the road less than ¼¼ mile and look for the parking lot on the left. To get to the east entrance, turn left off of U.S. 31 S. onto Eldridge Rd as you are heading down the hill into Beulah. ¼¼ miledown Eldridge Rd. there is an access to the preserve on the right.

There is a boardwalk and trail that runs between the main entrance and the east entrance.

North Skegemog Nature Preserve (37 acres)
This preserve is located at the northwestern tip of Skegemog Lake, just north of the Elk/Skegemog narrows and is best viewed by boat. The closest public launch sites are Whitewater Township Park on Elk Lake and the MDNR launch site on Lake Skegemog.  To get to Whitewater Township Park from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 N. to Acme. In Acme, turn right (east) on M-72. Take M-72 to Williamsburg and turn left on Elk Lake Rd. (605). Follow Elk Lake Rd. to Park Rd. and turn right. The park and boat launch are at the end of Park Rd. To get to the MDNR launch site, take M-72 east from Acme. Turn left on Baggs Rd. At the end of Baggs Rd. turn left on Lakeside Terrace.

Palastra-Holm Nature Preserve (19 acres)
This preserve is best viewed by boat. You cannot access it from the road without crossing private property. It is located along one of the last stretches of undeveloped shoreline on Elk Lake, south of Whitewater Township Park, where there is a public boat launch. To get to Whitewater Township Park from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 N. to Acme. In Acme, turn right (east) on M-72. Take M-72 to Williamsburg and turn left on Elk Lake Rd. (605). Follow Elk Lake Rd. to Park Rd. and turn right. The park and boat launch are at the end of Park Rd.

(Parr) Elisabeth Parr Nature Preserve (5 acres)
The Elisabeth Parr Nature Preserve is located just a few miles north of Frankfort. To get there from Traverse City, take U.S. 31 south to Beulah/Benzonia. Just after the town of Beulah, turn right on M-115. Take M-115 to Frankfort but turn north on M-22. Off of M-22, turn left on Ness Rd. Follow Ness Rd. to the end and park at the dirt turnaround. The preserve starts at the last driveway.

This preserve contains a towering bluff overlooking the water and 400 feet of shoreline. The inland property contains a northern hardwood forest. There is a short trail from the turnaround to the bluff.

Pyatt Lake Nature Preserve (140 acres)
Pyatt Lake Nature Preserve is located just 20 minutes from Traverse City. From Traverse City, follow Peninsula Dr. north approximately 10 miles. Just past Bowers Harbor Marina, turn left on Neahtawanta Rd. Follow Neahtawanta Rd. ½½ mile to Pyatt Rd. Turn right on Pyatt Rd. The parking area is ¼¼ mile down Pyatt Rd. A bus turnaround is located just past the parking lot. Visitors can a follow a loop trail, with numbered interpretive stops, around a portion of the 140-acre preserve and to 2 viewing platforms (one overlooking Pyatt Lake and one overlooking a Sedge marsh).

Railroad Point Natural Area (61 acres)  This property is owned by Benzie County.

From Traverse City, take U.S. 31 south to Beulah/Benzonia. Just after the town of Beulah, turn right on M-115. Take M-115 to Mollineaux Rd. and turn right. Railroad Point Natural Area is ½½ mile down Mollineaux Rd. Look for a small dirt parking area on the right.

The trail at Railroad Point Natural Area consists of an old two track, which leads to the bluff.


(Reffitt) George and Ada Reffitt Nature Preserve (83 acres)

Reffitt Nature Preserve is located adjacent to the TART trail, not far from the Traverse City State Park. From U.S. 31 N. (Munson Ave.) in Traverse City, turn south on Three Mile Rd. Then turn right on Parsons Rd. (at the light) and park immediately on the left (next to the TART trail). The Reffitt Nature Preserve trail starts immediately south of the railroad tracks on the left (east) side of Three Mile Rd. 

For handicap access: From U.S. 31 N. (Munson Ave.) in Traverse City, turn south on Four Mile Rd. The first road on the right is Pine Dr. Follow Pine Dr. approximately ¼¼ mile and you will see the preserve right ahead of you. There is a small parking area marked by a kiosk and gate. ¼¼ mile of the trail is handicap accessible from this point.

There is a 1.7 mile loop trail and boardwalk around the preserve.

Sagaser Nature Preserve (20 acres)
From Traverse City, take U.S. 31 south toward Beulah. Just before Beulah, turn right (west) on Crystal Dr. (704), which follows the northern shore of Crystal Lake. Approximately 1 ½½ miles along 704, turn right (northeast) on Nichols Rd. (before Warren Rd.). Go to the end of Nichols Rd. and park at the side of the road here. The Sagaser preserve spans approximately ¾¾ mile back up the north side of Nichols Rd. The gate at the end of Nichols Rd., marks private property and is the northernmost boundary of the preserve. 

No trails exist at this preserve.

Pearl Lake (251 acres)  This property is owned by the State of Michigan 
From Traverse City, take M-72 west to Coleman Rd. (669) and turn left (south). Follow 669 4 miles and turn right at the intersection of County Rds. 669 and 610. Immediately after the intersection, turn right again on Almira Rd. (610). Go approximately 2 miles and turn right on Rayle Rd., a small dirt road. Follow Rayle Rd. a little less than 1/2 mile to an iron gate. Park here and follow the old two-track down to the lake. There is a rustic boat launch located further down Rayle Rd. on state property.

Palmer-Wilcox-Shah Nature Preserve (35 acres)

From Traverse City, take U.S. 31 north to Elk Rapids. At the stop light in Elk Rapids, turn left and then take an immediate right on N. Bay Shore Dr. The preserve is approximately 2 miles up on the left-hand side, where there is a sign and pull-off.

There is a very short trail from the parking area to the beach.


Bauer Nature Preserve  (235 acres)  Pamela L. Polaczyk Preserve (5 acres)
To reach Bauer Nature Preserve from Traverse City, take US 31 N. to Eastport and turn right (east) on M-88. Follow M-88 to Central Lake and then turn east on 624. Continue on 624 approximately 5 miles. Less than .5 mile past Six Mile Lake Rd., turn left on Wilson Rd. (a dirt road). The preserve is at the end of Wilson Rd. 

From Bellaire, head north on 620 for approximately five miles. Turn east on 624 (Old State Rd.) and go approximately 3-4 miles. Look for Wilson Rd. on your left and take a left onto it. The preserve is at the end of Wilson Rd.

Bauer Preserve features a large parking area and a loop trail, approximately 1 mile long, located to the right of the kiosk. To the left of the kiosk, Polaczyk Preserve features a ¼ mile, wood-chipped path, which leads to a viewing platform on the Dingman River.

Bullhead Lake Natural Area (28 acres)  This property is owned by Long Lake Twp.

From Traverse City, take Front St. west (which becomes North Long Lake Rd.). Follow North Long Lake Rd. around the north end of the lake, to Edgewood Ave. (just past Gilbert Park Beach) and turn left. Go ¼¼ mile and the preserve is on your right. A short trail system exists at this preserve.

Cosner Nature Preserve  (131 acres)

Cosner Nature Preserve is located approximately 1-1 ½½ hours from Traverse City and 20 minutes from the town of Charlevoix.
To get there from Traverse City, take US 31 N. to Atwood. In Atwood, turn right (east) on C-48. Follow C-48, then C-65 to Ellsworth. In Ellsworth, take C-48 east to East Jordan. In East Jordan, take M-66 south for 3 miles. The preserve is located across from the Wagbo Peace Center (¼¼ mile south of the Antrim/Charlevoix county line). Look for a kiosk and large parking area on the east side of M-66. 

This preserve has a .8 mile loop trail, a second trail loop is currently under construction.

Kewadin Wetlands Nature Preserve (41 acres)
The best way to view this preserve is by boat. It is located along the northern-most shore of Elk Lake just south of Kewadin, not far from the Milton Township Park boat launch.
To get to Milton Township Park from the Elk Rapids, take a right on Cairn Hwy. (Ames Rd.), which will take you around the tip of Elk Lake to Kewadin. Cairn Hwy. then turns into Cherry Ave. The Milton Township Park is located off of Cherry Ave. in Kewadin.

Golden Days Loon Preserve (16 acres)  

The preserve is located on the northernmost shore of the North Arm of Lake Bellaire. 
By boat: The closest public boat launch is the MDNR’’s Noteware Landing. The launch site is located about 2 miles south of Bellaire. From M-88, turn west on North Lakes Rd. and follow it to the end, staying to the right. By car: From Bellaire, take Bellaire Hwy. (620) 2 miles west. Look for the old two-track on your left and park here. You can also view the loon nest on the property from the MDNR access site, which forms the eastern boundary of the preserve.

Deepwater Point Natural Area (15 acres)  This property is owned by Acme Twp.

From Traverse City, take US 31 N. to Acme. Just north of Acme, turn left (west) on Shore Rd. The preserve is on the left-hand side, kitty corner from Bertha Vos Elementary School.  

A short trail leads down to the water.

Carter Strong Bird Sanctuary (6 acres)
From Traverse City head south on US 31. At 14th St. turn right (west) on Silver Lake Rd. Follow Silver Lake Rd. and turn right on Secor Rd. (follow the signs to Boones Long Lake Inn). Secor turns into S. Long Lake Rd. and runs southwest along the lake. Continue around the lake about two miles. Turn right onto West Long Lake Rd., go approximately 1 mile, and watch for the preserve sign located on the right-hand side of the road. 
No formal parking area or trails exist.

Antrim Creek Natural Area  (152 acres)  This property is owned by Antrim County

From Traverse City, take U.S. 31 north to Eastport. Approximately 1 mile north of Eastport, turn left (west) on Old Dixie Hwy. Follow Old Dixie Hwy. for approximately 4 miles. Look for the Antrim City Cemetery on the east side of the road. Just north of the cemetery, turn left on Rex Beach Rd. (a narrow dirt road). Follow Rex Beach Rd. through the center of the Natural Area down to the beach. No formal trail system exists.

Belanger Creek Preserve
This Preserve has no trail system and is best seen on a guided hike. The parking area for scheduled guided hikes is on Peshawbestown Road, just east of where the road crosses Belanger Creek. The easiest way to find the parking area is to take Putnam Road west from M-22 (on the north end of Peshawbestown). Go approximately 0.5 mile and then turn left onto Peshawbestown Road, which is also paved. It is only another 0.5 mile to the parking area. The parking area is in an open field on the north side of the road, just east of the wetland surrounding Belanger Creek.

Cedar River Natural Area
There is no trail system at this Natural Area. You can reach the property only via boat on the Cedar River. Start at the Cedar Village Park. You'll reach the Conservancy property after about 4 miles (1.5 hours paddling).

Chippewa Run Natural Area
There is currently no trail system here, but you are welcome to explore the property via deer trails or find your own gaps in the grasses. From the intersection of M-72 and M-22 in Empire, head north on M-22 about seven tenths of a mile. The parking area is located on the left, or northwest side of the street just south of the creek.

Crystal River Natural Area
Although the conservancy helped to protect this land, the land is now part of the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. We occasionally lead hikes here, but the best way to see the land is by canoe or kayak.

DeYoung Natural Area
From the intersection of M-72 and M-22 in Traverse City (Tom’’s West Bay) go north on M-22 1.2 miles, turn left onto Cherry Bend Rd. Go 2.0 miles down Cherry Bend Rd., and look for the big lower hay barn on your right. Pull into the parking area by the barn. From CR 641 and Cherry Bend Rd. intersection, go towards Traverse City on Cherry Bend Rd. about 2.1 miles, look for big lower hay barn on your left. Pull into the parking area next to the barn. If you want to see the property from the TART trail or meet us for a scheduled hike, park at the TART lot on Cherry Bend Rd. next to the Cherry Bend Animal Hospital——it’’s less than a mile out to the farm on the Trail where you will see the lower hay barn where the group will gather to begin the hike. Unless otherwise specified, DeYoung hikes last about two hours and are fairly rigorous. Some bushwhacking, negotiating uneven terrain and traversing short but steep slopes is in order. 



Finton Natural Area
This smooth, level two-track connects Northport Rd. to Woolsey Rd. From Northport, take M-201 north (changes to CR 629). Turn right on Northport Point Rd (CR 640). Look for the sign and property across from Paradesia Rd.

Houdek Dunes Natural Area 
There are two loops here totalling 1.25 miles that traverse gentle, but sandy terrain. Steep steps lead you from the parking area to the trailhead. Beginning in Leland, drive north along M-22 approximately 5 miles to County Road 626. Proceed another _ mile north along M-22. A sign on the west (left) side of the road marks the entrance to the parking area. PLEASE NOTE: The sign is located parallel to M-22 so it can be hard to spot.

Kehl Lake Natural Area
The Kehl Lake Trail is approximately a 1 mile loop that meanders along the lake and through the forest. Although this hike is relatively easy, hiking shoes are necessary Beginning from the junction of M-22 and M-201 (south of Northport), take M-201 through Northport. At 1.5 miles, M-201 ends and CR 640 begins as you follow the curve to the right. Follow 640 for 1 mile to Snyder Road and turn left. Follow Snyder Road for 1.5 miles to the parking area on the left. Kehl Lake is shown as Leg Lake on some maps. 

Teichner Preserve
There is short trail down to the lake but much of this tangled wetland area is best viewed on a guided hike. From Leland, head south on M-22 about 8 miles and turn left on South (East) Lime Lake Road, near the southwest corner of the King’’s Challenge Golf Course at Sugarloaf. Once you turn off of M-22 onto Lime Lake Road, it is just a short distance——about a mile——to the Preserve. Look for a black iron gate on the right and park there. We will also soon have a sign at the Preserve. 

Whaleback Natural Area
The Whaleback trail is well-groomed and easy to follow, however, the trail quickly gains in elevation which can be rigorous at times. Wear shoes suitable to hiking. Beginning from the junction of M-22 and M-204 (3 mi S. of Leland), take M-22 north approx. 1 mile. A sign on the west (left) side of M-22 marks the entrance to the parking area. Continue straight for a few hundred feet on the gravel road entrance to the parking area. PLEASE NOTE: If you approach from the North, the sign is difficult to spot, so look carefully as you approach 3 miles south of Leland.


