
   

  

Board of Directors 

President              
Marilyn Hoogstraten             276-0363 

    hoogstraten@charter.net             

Vice President   
Babs Young                           599-2220 

   babsy@elkrapidsnet.com 

Secretary  
Barbara White                  941-0777 

    brubarb@chartermi.net 

Treasurer  
Terry Clark                               946-0343 

     etc49@charter.net      

Membership  
Chris Holdwick             231-740-4437 

     membership@tacconline.org 
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Kathie Carpenter                    264-5214 

    kathiecarp@charter.net                
Babs Young                 599-2220 

babsy@elkrapidsnet.com 

Digital               
Donna Lane                             599-2238 

         detlane@torchlake.com  

Member  Displays  
 John Parker                 228-3430 

    jparker3@aol.com 

Mentor ship  
Donna Lane                             599-2238 

         detlane@torchlake.com  

Lending Library  
Amanda Flowers                    392-4499 

     ajflowers@hotmail.com 
Triston Kirt                     773-934-3532 

    tristonkirt@hotmail.com  

Public Relations  
John Russell                             883-1588 

     tcphoto@aol.com 

Newsletter  
Kay Smith                                 947-0943 

               kay44@greatprograms.org 

Student Competition  
John Eschelweck                     275-3983              

jandgeschelweck@coslink.net 

Merchant Discounts  
Hugh Rea                  941-5675 

                 hrealinda@chartermi.net  

Competiti on 
Rick Loy                                    946-9143 

rickbob@chartmi.net 

Seminar  
Donna Lane                             599-2238 

         detlane@torchlake.com  

TACC Website  
Chuck Brackett                        941-3492 

cabrackett@sbcglobal.net 

Workshops  
Kathy Silbernagel                   271-6545 

   kathy@aekus.com 

April  2008 
From the Prez:  
 
7ÅÌÌȟ ) ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ×ÏÒË ÔÏÏ ×ÅÌÌ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
bride AND the photographer! Even for a small beach wedding.  
And even though she had another photographer for the 
ceremony.  Particularly since she was doing all the food herself 
for a breakfast, luncheon, and for the afternoon/evening party 
and I felt the need to help her as much as I could.  All the food 
prep work, decorating, and finishing the dress at the last minute 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÌÌÏ× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
preparation for a wedding.  Thank goodness for family and 
friends that pitched right in.  Probably a lesson in there 
somewhere, if I think about it . . .  
 
Many thanks to everyone who picked up the slack on the TACC 
front while I was gone in March ɀ Donna for competition digital 
projection, Terry for the Newsletter finalization, Babs for running 
the board meeting . . . what a great group of members always 
willing to do what needs to be done.   
 
Nice of you all to keep the snow around until I got back! J 
    +ÅÅÐ ÏÎ ÃÌÉÃËÉÎȭȢ Ȣ Ȣ    
               Marilyn 
 

April  Member Display at Library (Woodmere)  
  
April 2 (Wednesday)    9 a.m. to 5 p.m.    Hanging   
April 6 (Sunday)      2:00 to 4:00 p.m.         Reception 
April 30 (Wednesday)  hours to be announced Take down 
 
Contact John Parker if you can help, or to arrange drop off / 
pick up.

mailto:brubarb@chartermi.net
mailto:jparker3@aol.com
mailto:ajflowers@hotmail.com
mailto:tcphoto@aol.com
mailto:jandgeschelweck@coslink.net
mailto:rickbob@chartmi.net
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Minutes from the  March 13 , 2008 Board Meeting 

The board met from 5:30 PM to 6:15 PM.  Present: Donna 
Lane, Babs Young, Terry Clark, Kathy Silbernagel, Hugh 
Rea, John Eschelweck and Kathie Carpenter.  Guests 
Steve Engle and Dave Fox. 
 
The minutes from February meeting were approved.   
 
Treasurerôs report: General Fund $2, 533.85, Seminar 
Fund $354.46, Scholarship Fund $1,393.77 and the total 
for all the funds $4, 282.02.  We have 71 current paid 
memberships. 
 
John Eschelweck updated the board on the Annual April 
Student and Member Display at the library.  This is the 9

th
 

year and 28 schools are involved.  Judging of the student 
entries had just been completed by club member, Allen 
Newton and Julie Foster, Art and Photography teacher at 
Traverse City West Senior High.  There were more 
student participants this year than last year but Julie 
Foster felt that there would be a sharper turn out if the 
April date was shifted to February. due to NMCôs 
Photography Show which is also in April.  The board 
suggested increasing the prize money to entice greater 
turnout.  The board did decide to make all student award 
winners honorary members of the club.  Allen Newton 
volunteered to take John Eschelweckôs position as 
coordinator of the Student Photography Contest.  The 
board agreed to wait for Allenôs recommendations and to 
table any decisions until the April board meeting.   
 
John Eschelweck reminded everyone about the annual 
photo display at the Traverse Area District Library on 

Woodmere and that the set up is Wednesday, April 2
nd

 
from 9 AM to 5 PM with a reception on Sunday, April 6 
from 2 PM to 4 PM .  Take down is April 30.  Volunteers 
are still needed, and to contact John Parker.  For member 
photo entries, note the guidelines in the March newsletter.   
 
Of the board members that are up for reelection all 
expressed an interest to stay on the board, except John 
Eschelweck..  Nominations would be discussed in April for 
the May elections.   
 
There was a recommendation that the lending library be 
put on the web site.   
 
Donna Lane handed out the results of the member survey.  
It was pointed out this would help in planning for future 
programs for the club.  From the attendance records it 
was pointed out that on average 17 paid members attend 
each club session per month.  This does not include 
guests.   
 
Seminar update was given by Donna Lane.  It mentioned 
that Eismann will not be the seminar speaker due to date 
conflicts and that a new choice will be announced shortly.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM. 
 
Donna Lane acted as a sub for Barbara White current 
secretary.   

 

 

 
 

  
 

Blossom Reflected  -  Jody Clark   -   Intermediate        .       
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The Camera Club for Beginners  
By Kathy Silbernagel 

 
Being a new photographer and being new to Photoshop 

can be two daunting experiences.  Camera manuals 
seem to be written in Greek, but you are eager to get 

off the Auto Mode and take more con trol over your 

shots.  Photoshop books seem to be written in Arabic, 
but you are eager to learn how to make those 

adjustments for minor corrections and those for more 
dramatic effects.  And if you decide to take on printing 

your own images, a thousand other questions surface. 

 
The Traverse Area Camera Club presents a number of 

terrific opportunities for Beginners to learn.   In fact, the 
very purpose of having the club is to create a venue for 

the members at all levels to improve their photography 
skills.  We are all learning, particularly given the 

complexity of digital cameras and of Photoshop.  But 

being a Beginner presents a particular problem - 
sometimes you donôt know enough to formulate the 

questions to ask.  Itôs frustrating at first, but by 
attending, listening, reading and experimenting on your 

own, you will be amazed how quickly your skills will 

improve.  Here are just a few ways that the club can 
help. 

 
Digital Meetings.  A direct teaching effort is 

behind the idea of the monthly Digital Meetings.  These 
meetings are held on the third Saturday of the month at 

9:30 AM.  Various members volunteer to teach a 

particular aspect of Photoshop and generally there are 
handouts to take home for review.  Some subjects are 

basic in nature and others are more advanced.  But as a 
Beginner, you can absorb a great deal of information 

Torch Lake Curves  -  Babs Young  -  Advanced 

 

and terminology just by attending and reviewing the 
handouts on your own time.  The handouts are always 

available online, even if you were not able to attend a 
particular class.   

             
A very effective way to learn a particular aspect of 
Photoshop is to volunteer to teach a Digital Meeting 

class.  By consulting Photoshop books or on-line 
tutorials, you can gather information for a pr esentation. 

To teach is the best way to learn as everyone who has 
taught in these classes has remarked.  It may seem 

daunting as a Beginner, but you will find that teaching a 

class is an excellent way to quickly improve your 
Photoshop skills. 

 
Competition.  Perhaps the best place to learn general 

photography skills is by attending Competition which is 

held on the first Monday of the month at 7:00 PM.  It is 
not necessary to submit an image of your own ï simply 

come to see what other members are doing.  Not o nly 
will you see the kind of photography that is being 

produced by club members, but there are frequent 
discussions of exposure choices, lighting techniques and 

general creative approaches to getting a shot.  You also 

have an opportunity to submit images f or discussion 
purposes only which means that you do not need to 

participate in the scoring process.  This would be an 
excellent opportunity for a Beginner to show an image 

for some feedback, or to seek a solution to a particular 

problem.  But submitting yo ur images for evaluation, as 
frightening as that may seem in the beginning, is an 

excellent way to get feedback, advice and guidelines as 
to how your skills are progressing. 

 

The Lending Library.    The club has a nice collection 
of books pertaining to var ious aspects of 

photography.  The next time you are at 
a regular meeting or a competition 

meeting, check some out.  Most of the 
books have been donated by club 

members. 

 
Field Trips.  Field trips are not a 

regularly scheduled event, but when 
they are announced, a Beginner would 

be well advised to attend.  Usually a field 

trip includes only a small group of people 
so it is a great opportunity for asking 

questions and for seeing how others are 
using their cameras and choosing their 

shots. 
 

The Mentor Program.  Several club 

members have volunteered to help other 
members on whatever subject matter 

another member is having a problem 
resolving or simply desires to learn               

 

 


